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From the Pastor  anuary2012

§ Thanks ! On behalf of the staff for all the wonderful kindnesses
extended to us during the Christmas season. You are a wonderful
congregation with generous hearts. We love you and appreciate

Office Hours: you. It is our joy and privilege to be in ministry with you.
8:300 4:30 pm Mondayd Friday
12:008 1:00 pm Lunch Richard Jacobs Jane Fielding Mary Mayer
_ Charlotte Matzke Kelly Taylor Mary Watts
Jon Hust Ken James Arnest Cathy Namock
Mary Jensen Brita Hammit Kirk Anderson
‘ Tletzisicuisy
E mma n u Bible@ridies will begin again after the first of the year. If you have
not located one for yourself, | would encourage you to do so. | say this for a
number of reasons:
Upcoming Events eThey provide a place to attach.
*They provide a place for you to nest.
Annual Meeting is January 22 eThey provide a place to watch.

at 4: 00 pm withl Hdhey prévitie & place to learn.
vresd bring something hearty «They provide a place to grow.

to share! ) ’
eThey provide a place to risk.
'z Over the years, as these Bible Study groups have matured, it is evident that they
Qfé};@ provide a spiritual infrastructure within the congregation. It is within the groups that
) 2 7 gifts of the Spirit are affirmed and a sense of community deepened. The gift of faith
,J,/ is key.
\\_j An Alban Institute author by the name of Howard Friend recently wrote an article
about HOPE. His list of HOPE issues includes environmental collapse, global
Music Fest is January 29 at unrest, the threat of lethal weapons in rogue hands and additional economic
6:00 pm. Come listen to the catastrophes. In the midst of the fears, discouragement and hopelessness  prev-
music! alent in our world today, he makes a breath taking assertion: flLife on earth has
never been this threatened, is hovers on the verge of collapse. Our oppor-

tunity and challenge is to make HOPE achoice. 6 As he makes hi s

gé $J he claims:

[ g J eHope is not logical. Many bright thinkers have abandoned their blueprints.
- 9 eHope is not a feeling. Hopelessness is a feeling.
< eHope is not a place to arrive. There is no MapQuest to plot our course.
N N eHope is not dependent upon outcomes. Moses never entered the promised land.

*HOPE is a choice (the title of his article).

Welcome to 2012 We are people of generosity, faith and hope.

)
-~z 15 Happy New Year!! ‘
201 -
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God’s Love Welcomes You %

Emmanuel Lutheran Church

Welcome to Emmanuel Lutheran

We are an inclusive faith community that seeks to live the Word and
Way of Christdés unconditi on:

This means that, like Christ, we believe each person is a
beloved child of God.

We give thanks to God for the unique identities,

with which we are created, and have found here a fellowship of
believers that accepts us just as we are.

Come Worship with us and enjoy full participation in all aspects of our
life together.
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P.R.A.Y. Initiative at Emmanuel

Incredible things happen when People Rally Around Youth!
P.R.A.Y. Mentors are soon to be matched with a child/youth
from Emmanuel. Children & youth from our church family,
ages birth - 12th grade, will be paired with an adult for the
purpose of lifting that young one up in prayer over the next
twelve months. This is not a time or activity commitment,
simply a promise of prayer.

The Three Commitments of a P.R.A.Y. Mentor:
1. Pray every day for your assigned child.

2. Pray for your child for twelve months from the
time you are matched.

3. Contact child at least two times/year by mail or
email, to remind him/her of your continued prayers.

P.R.AY. Mentor applications will be available during
worship on Sunday, November 13th! A simple form is
required to get the ball rolling, and you will be
MATCHED with a child at Emmanuel for the coming
year. See Brita for more information: 772-8243.




